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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

1. Applicant Information: Please provide contact information for the Applicant.  
Full Legal Name:












NERC ID (if applicable):




Main Office Address:  





Main Office Telephone:  












Geographical area of operation (indicate States or Provinces):  







2. Industry Sectors: Please check the appropriate category for your organization, (definitions on page 3). If more than one applies, choose one:


Small LSE

Medium LSE       


Large LSE





RTO

Transmission Company


Supplier



3. Membership Class:  Please check the Membership Class you are selecting for your organization:


Adjunct Member
Associate Member

Regular Member


4. Affiliates and Related Parties of Applicant: Please provide the names of any Affiliates or Related Parties that are eligible to join, or have joined, an Industry Sector: 
5. Persons authorized to act on behalf of Applicant: Please provide below complete information for those persons who will be authorized to act on behalf of Applicant with respect to all ReliabilityFirst matters
Name:  






Title:  








Address:  






Telephone:  













Email:  







Alternate

Name:  






Title:  








Address:  






Telephone:  













Email:  






THIS APPLICATION AND THE DATA FORM SHOULD BE SIGNED AND FORWARDED TO ReliabilityFirst Corporation.

The saved application should be returned to apply@rfirst.org and two signed copies mailed to:





Niki Schaefer, ReliabilityFirst Corporation





3 Summit Park Drive, Suite 600





Cleveland, Ohio  44131

Please contact Niki Schaefer with questions at (216) 503-0600 or niki.schaefer@rfirst.org

[Signature Page to ReliabilityFirst Membership Application]


The applicant certifies that the above information is accurate and complete, and agrees to be bound by the provisions of this application, the NERC Standards, and the ReliabilityFirst Bylaws, consistent with any rulings or orders of other pertinent authorities.

ORGANIZATION:

[Name]

By:








Name:









Title:









Date:








ReliabilityFirst Membership and Sector Information
Membership is voluntary, without cost, and obtained by submitting the completed application.  To eligible for Membership, an entity must demonstrate that it belongs to one of the six Industry Sectors in the ReliabilityFirst Region or qualifies as an Adjunct member. 

There are three classes of Members of ReliabilityFirst: Regular Members, Associate Members and Adjunct Members.  Only Regular Members have voting rights. 
Regular Member.  A Regular Member is any entity that has joined an Industry Sector that either (i) has no Affiliates
 or Related Parties
 that are Members or (ii) is the entity designated to be the Regular Member by any related group of Associate Members.  

Associate Member.  An Associate Member is any entity that has joined an Industry Sector and is an Affiliate or Related Party of a Regular Member.  

Adjunct Member.  An Adjunct Member is any entity that does not qualify to join an Industry Sector but has been approved for membership.  Adjunct Members may include Regulatory Participants.

Any entity eligible to join one of six “Industry Sectors” may be a Regular or Associate Member of ReliabilityFirst. Entities eligible for more than one Industry Sector must choose which to join.  

The Industry Sectors are defined in the Bylaws of ReliabilityFirst as follows:

Large LSEs.
“Large LSEs” are entities that serve, or whose Related Parties
 serve, end use load with annual energy delivery to such load in the Region
 of 50,000 GWh or greater.

Medium LSEs.   “Medium LSEs” are entities that serve, or whose Related Parties serve, end use load with annual energy delivery to such load in the Region between 10,000 GWh and 50,000 GWh.


Small LSEs.  “Small LSEs” are (i) owners or operators of entities (or their representatives) that serve, or whose Related Parties serve, end use load with annual energy delivery to such load in the Region of 10,000 GWh or less, and (ii) end-use customers interconnected with the Bulk Power System
 with load of at least 100 MW at one location in the Region.

Suppliers.  “Suppliers” are owners or operators of electric generation connected to the transmission system and wholesale power marketers in the Region.

Transmission Companies.  “Transmission companies” are (i) owners (or those with ownership entitlement), planners and operators of transmission facilities included in the Bulk Power System in the Region,  and (ii) Reliability Coordinators.


RTOs.  “RTOs” are PJM Interconnection L.L.C. and Midwest Independent Transmission System Operator, Inc., or such other entity that has been recognized by FERC as a regional transmission operator or recognized functional equivalent in the Region.

Any member may change Industry Sectors no more than once in a calendar year upon written notice to ReliabilityFirst.  Such notice must be given at least sixty days before an annual or other meeting of members if the change is to be effective for such meeting.

� “Affiliate” means, with respect to any entity, any other entity that, directly or indirectly, through one or more intermediaries, controls, or is controlled by, or is under common control with, such entity, as determined in the sole discretion of the Board of Directors of ReliabilityFirst. For this purpose, “control” may be presumed by the direct or indirect ownership of ten percent (10%) or more of the outstanding voting capital stock or other equity interests having ordinary voting power.


� “Related Parties” means, solely for purposes of the governance provisions of the Bylaws of ReliabilityFirst: (i) any generation and transmission cooperative and one of its distribution cooperative members; and (ii) any joint municipal agency and one of its members.  For purposes of the Bylaws of ReliabilityFirst, representatives of state or federal government agencies are not deemed Related Parties with respect to each other, and a public body’s regulatory authority, if any, over a Member shall not be deemed to make it a Related Party with respect to that Member.


� See definition of “Related Parties.”


� “Region” means the geographic area boundaries of the Corporation as described in the Delegation Agreement.


� “Bulk Power System” shall mean facilities and control systems necessary for operating an interconnected electric energy transmission network (or any portion thereof) and electric energy from generation facilities needed to maintain transmission system reliability, but does not include facilities used in the local distribution of electricity.


� “Reliability Coordinators” shall mean entities that are recognized as reliability coordinators by NERC in the Region that do not otherwise qualify as Transmission Companies.






